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Introduction The project looked
at the implementation of preventive
conservation measurements in Ger-
man cultural institutions, e.g. of
historic collections, and at art, history
or archaeology museums.

The project was developed and
instituted by the class of conservation
and restoration; University of Applied
Sciences Berlin (FHTW Berlin) and
was financed through the European
Social Fund and the Berlin Senat for
Economy.

It ran from May 2006 to October
2007.

Results

Objectives The main objective of
the project was to document and assess
the implementation progress of preven-
tive conservation at museums and
historic collections in Germany. Besides
parameters concering light and climate
controll, pests and air pollutants,
information regarding the use of recent
preventive instruments, like disaster
planing and risk management was
noted. Also, difficulties in establishing
the principle of preventive conservation
in operational practice were recorded.

The second aim of the study was to
present and explain the positive features
of preventive conservation to those
working in the field, e.g. administrative,
academic and technical staff.
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Methods a representative sample
of German collecions and museums,
especially those in some stage of re-
organisation or construction, were asked
to participate in the study.

Information on the implementation of
preventive measures was collected via
questionnaires that were developed
specifically for this project. Interviews
were carried out directly at the
institutions and on site. They included all
staff levels, as there is adminstration,
academic, scientific and custodial staff,
collection managers, conservators and
conservation technicians. This way,
difficulties and strong objectives imple-
menting preventive measures were
immediatelv noted.
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