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The Smithsonian Institution is the
National Museum System of the United States

James Smithson's Gift
"I then bequeath the whole of my property...

to the United States of America, to found at Washington,
under the name of the Smithsonian Institution,

an Establishment for the increase & diffusion of knowledge..."
James Smithson (1765-1829)



The Smithsonian Institution has 19
Museums and 9 Research Centers including:

The Anacostia Community Museum
The Arts and Industries Building
Cooper-Hewitt National design Museum
Free Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden
National air and Space Museum and the Udvar-Hazy Center
National Museum of African Art
National Museum of American History, Behring Center
National Museum of Natural History
National Museum of the American Indian
National Portrait Gallery
National Postal Museum
National Zoological Park
Smithsonian American art Museum and its Renwick Gallery



As such the Smithsonian maintains over
600 buildings with 33 “monumental” buildings.

Maintaining the buildings is also a “monumental” task

There are a total of 8,426,000 square feet (782,775 sq. m)

The total energy costs for FY 2006 was $32,800,000 US.

And the tightly controlled environments in the buildings
was causing considerable damage.



The Smithsonian “Castle” This is the first building for the
Smithsonian institution (1855)



But there were growing problems
with the buildings resulting from
tightly controlled interior environments.




